Editorial  by Semenza, G.
FEBS Letters 346 (1994) 1-2 
Editorial 
Dear Reader, 
As on the occasion of other FEBS Congresses, our jour- 
nal has produced this special issue in connection with the 
Helsinki meeting on biological membranes. This issue is 
devoted, therefore, to this topic. It offers to you the full 
text of the Datta Lecture by E. Sackmann, and a number 
of minireviews in the field. Most of the reviews have been 
solicited and edited by M. Saraste. I want to thank him, 
and also E. Sackmann for having made possible what I 
think is a very interesting issue. 
Our journal continues to thrive. We receive each year 
more and more manuscripts, and, I dare say, more and 
more interesting ones. One reason why we attract good 
papers is undoubtedly our speed of publication (see Fig. 
1). This is due to the dedication of our editors, our re- 
viewers, and of our partners at Elsevier. It is also due to 
those authors who submit manuscripts written carefully 
and following in detail our ‘Notes to the Authors’, pro- 
viding us, e.g. with a diskette along with the hard copies, 
and in agreement with our editorial policy (see cover 
page 2). 
We urge potential authors not to submit a manuscript 
to us ‘for a try’: much more time is required to reject a 
manuscript han to accept it - in this respect we are not 
any faster than other journals. Hence submitting a ‘bor- 
derline paper’ to us means a loss of time for the authors, 
for the editors and for the reviewers alike. Time is a rare 
commodity for all and there are better ways of investing 
it. A fast-publication journal like ours is likely to be used 
for matters of priority. Note, however, that we do not - 
accept preliminary notes or otherwise incomplete pieces 
of work. Note, also, that we attach much value to fair- 
ness: to your competitors, to the scientific community at 
large and - last but not least - to your own coworkers. 
I receive, e.g. more often than I would like complaints 
from ‘forgotten’ coauthors, or from coauthors not agree- 
ing with (occasionally not even having read) a manu- 
script submitted to us. 
Due to the continuous increase in size (in 1993 ca. 600 
pages were given to our subscribers without extra 
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Fig. 1. Overall publication time of all communications published in 
1993 (Volumes 315-336): date of despatch from warehouse minus date 
of receipt of revised manuscript or first editor’s date of receipt when 
no revision was involved. Average publication time: 38.56 working 
days; 7.71 weeks. 
charge) our journal has to increase drastically its rejec- 
tion rate. I want to apologize in advance for the fact that 
we will not be able to publish sound papers, which do not 
require, however, rapid publication. Just as funding 
agencies cannot fund all sound applications they receive 
(‘approved but not funded’), we are obliged to ‘approve 
but not publish‘ some papers we receive. 
FEBS, the Federation of European Biochemical Soci- 
eties, a non-profit organisation, derives most of its funds 
from its two journals, i.e. FEBS Letters and the Eur. J. 
Biochemistry. FEBS uses its income to support Ad- 
vanced Courses, provide fellowships to young scientists, 
etc. (see the ‘Bulletin’). Hence, by subscribing to these 
journals you also contribute to fostering biochemistry. 
Zurich, May 1994. G. Semenza 
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Table 1 
Geographical Distribution Vol. 315-336 (1993) 
Country Origin of papers 
No. % 
Journal distribution 
No. % 
Austria 13 0.9 11 0.7 
Belgium 22 1.5 12 0.7 
Czech & Slovak Federal Rep. 8 0.6 4 0.2 
Denmark 27 1.8 13 0.8 
Finland 10 0.7 12 0.7 
France 121 8.0 82 5.1 
Germany 180 11.9 135 8.4 
Greece 7 0.4 
Hungary 7 0.5 9 0.6 
Ireland 4 0.3 4 0.2 
Israel 31 2.0 11 0.7 
Italy 71 4.7 79 4.9 
Lithuania 2 0.1 1 0.1 
The Netherlands 38 2.5 56 3.5 
Norway 7 0.5 6 0.4 
Poland 2 0.1 9 0.6 
Portugal 3 0.2 4 0.2 
Russia 106 7.1 
Slovenia 5 0.3 1 0.1 
Spain 49 3.3 30 1.9 
Sweden 39 2.6 23 1.4 
Switzerland 46 3.0 27 1.7 
Turkey 5 0.3 
UK 164 10.9 121 7.5 
Rest of Europe 8 0.5 
EUROPE TOTAL 955 63.5 670 41.6 
South Africa 3 0.2 7 0.4 
Rest of Africa 4 0.2 
AFRICA TOTAL 3 0.2 11 0.6 
India 21 1.4 21 1.3 
Japan 245 16.1 282 17.5 
Kazakhstan 1 0.1 
Kuwait 2 0.1 2 0.1 
P. Rep. China 6 0.4 6 0.4 
Singapore 1 0.1 1 0.1 
South Korea 6 0.4 21 1.3 
Taiwan 5 0.3 8 0.5 
Rest of Asia 9 0.6 
ASIA TOTAL 287 18.9 352 21.8 
Argentina 2 0.1 4 0.2 
Brazil 2 0.1 12 0.7 
Chile 7 0.5 5 0.3 
Mexico 5 0.3 6 0.4 
Canada 41 2.7 45 2.8 
USA 197 13.0 466 29.0 
Rest of America 6 0.4 
AMERICA TOTAL 254 16.7 544 33.8 
Australia 16 1.1 25 1.6 
New Zealand 6 0.4 
AUSTRALASIA TOTAL 16 1.1 31 2.0 
WORLD TOTAL 1515 100.0 1608 
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